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Ex-Friest’s ‘Sainthood’
Irks Catholics in Brazil

Ly MARVINE HOWE
Smesial tg Toe Wawr York Timss
RIQ TE JANEIRO, July 27
-~ Padee Cicero =~ an um
{rocked nriezt who i2 said w
have workesd sbacies, led
Wi oarmed insurrecticm  znd
nrotected bandirs in the dest-
tizte backlands of portheast-
ern Bractl atl the {urn of the
cenfury—is the cenier of a
N2W CODRITOVETEY.
ihe Brazilian Cathalic Apos-
teiie Choeeh, g naticnalistic
sect founded in 1945 by an &x.
communicatsd Roman Cath-
olic bishep, haz preciaimed
the povuiar Padre Cicero s

saint,
_ Tha cancnization, which
oK piace with  patriotic

uonp 0 Srastha earlier this
month, has brought angry
Sanunciations from fhe Ro-
msn Cartholie Church.,

The Netwnal Conterence of
Brazilian DRishops declared
thhe canomization “a faece™
and accuzsed the Brazilian
Catholic Apostalic Chureh of
“rnystification” in trying to
imitaie the Roiman Catholie
Church, going even so fer a3
{s name saints,

Roman Cathelic sources
hery torowed ihe sect g anli-
chiurch and said that it was
a major precccunation of the

thodic Chivreh becauvse of
the confusion it waz promot-
ing in this largely Cathelic
COURTY.

18 More Considered

Tha Brazilian ehurch, which
adheraz i Roman Cathslic
yites, liturgy arnd sacraments,
daes . rveceenize the an-
rhority of the Pope, opposes
the celibacy of the priesthocd
and accepls divorss,

veader: of the Erazilian
chirch appear unidavoted by
eriticiom and have anncunced
they have 18 mwore cases of

¢gnopiration  oudar  atgdy.
Thneze incluas: Tiradeites, an
18ifi-cendury  mrmy  officer

deniist and mariye for inde-
penaence:; Jasé de Anchiefs,
the Jesuit nriest who fournded
the ¢ity of S&c Paulo, and
Padee Donizeifi Tavares da
Liing, a popular heaier of
aboul 15 pears ago.

The Atchdiccess of SEHo
Pavlo azccused the Braziian
chueeh 6 “deraagozy,” point.
ing oui ihat ike process of
peatification for Pope John
XX s 5611 under stpéy angl
that canonization can iake
ceniuries.

“Padre Cicera 5 already
widely vonerated as 2 saint
i noriheast Brazii and so we
nave merely ralified the neo-
nle’'s decision,” & depiesenisa-
111?3 of the Jraziian church
said,

Roman Cathailes iasise that
altNGugR Padre Ticera wias
suspended from hiz priestly
funtiions, he remained faithe
ful ic the Reman Church
tiiroughout khis turbuient dife,
In his ¥ipal testemeny the
oriest orged hiz followers o
obey and respect the laws of
the church "for oply thee is
found happingsz and salva-
tion,”

Cicers Eomin Baistz was
nomn in 1844, the son of a
siall tradesman, at Crato in
the decughi-ridden state 0f
{eard in northegstern Brazil,
His eyes and voice were pend:
trafing, and ne reeporigdly
showed early sigrs of mystic
antid visionary navisrs,

Condenmed by Vadigan

Padre Clcem's parish was
the namiet of Julzeiro, which
ned 2 pepulaiion of 300 when
ne arrived in 1872, Reports of
chie priest’s mir4cles and mag-
¢ healing powers  spread
rapidly in the soparsirticus
wnd and rthousands of pile
griras came io seifle at Jul-
P

The Tishop of Fortalezs,
canital of Cearvd, tried vainly
{0 bring Padre Cicoro o or-
der, Fipally, in 1893 the Vatis
can cong=mned his  “false
miracles” dand miled thai Pas
are {icerg coudd ne longer
say pass or hear coniessions,

Pusdre Cloers wis aifowed
to rernain in Iuizeiro, where
Dis cuit ecomiinued (o grow.
By 1517, the populatior wak
A 04ac, mostly relipioue fa-
rigfes or outiaws sirsued o
ather states.

_"Hers, 1 am mayor, own
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porirait that thousatds in
nurth_aastem Brazil Keew
n their Funpmes.

councli, idee, militayy come
mander, poline chisf, palice,
jailer,” Puadrg Closrn s re
pied [0 have gaid, opei
amawing g pofiiical ambs-
uons. He jolervened actively
e presigential eleclions
and Tought fur snd won mu.
nicival auisnomy: for  Jua.
zeies, Later he raised an
army of local bagzands and
warshiepers to  overthrow
ihe state governor, and per
siade Lamoiftn, king of the

cullaws, o jein a4n anti-Com- |

munist crusade.

vadre Cicerg died jn 1334,
rehabiiitated hy the churen
and eaving hiz fortune to the

S wmian Cenmgregaiion  Tar
ctducational Works in  tha

nerchessi,

it is toe early o detzrmine
the timpack of ihe prociamas
tish of Padre Ciceie gs saint.
onman Catholics are fighiing
Lie raeasure in the press sna
nn felevision. Tn the Roman
Cathiolic churehes of the
nortneast, pricsiz have asked
thelr faithfnl {0 repudiate
tne action of the Brazilian
church.

Aowever, the Brazilian
chureh, which is engaged in
an  appressive proselytizing
campaign, hones 14 wia Pa-
diz Cicera's farge following
in the noitheast. The church
leadership  has - annownwed
planz to build & church in
Jagzetrs in honor of S,
Cicerg "

20,080 Members Claimed

_ The young Brazilisn Catho-
lic Apostelic Church is said
e have a total of 20,600 be.
fievers, 34 dishops onid 200
pugsis. The church f5 grow-
ing rapidly in the Sio, Pavio
are2 and 1 Brasilia and has
ranches in most of the coun-
Uy, But until now it has been
waalk in the norihedsi,
“Wiai ity hope (o do is
to reglace the Roman Cathe-

o Rigrarchy with a nation-

2l hierwrehy, 1aking adven.
Lhge af the clirrent tesnd of
nationaiisyy in Tatin Arner
ica,” 2 Roman Catholic soe
ciologist ssid in an Wierview.

the  Romanm  Catholie
Crurch doss not recopnize
ihe Brazilian chmieh because
i wag  Ipunded by Carlos
Duariy Costa, former Rishon
of Botucaty, 530 Paulo, wha
nad besn  escommmicated
i Iig pro-Communist views,

A revolationary, he fa-
vorer agratiap refonn and
state contrel of ike @il in-
augiry, and he dispoted the
Vatican'z set ideas on prisst.
ly ceiibacy, divoree, the tax-
ation of sacrgmeants and trg-
ditional dress and rivals. He
was cenonized by the Brg.
zilian crurch in 19706

The  Birazillan CIlACH
agopisd 8 much maors con-
servative iine afier Mr. Du-
arie Costa’s death in 1981,
Today it iz mrdemily anti
Communist and accuses the
Roman Cathelies of lefiist
leanines.
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